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Sisters' S. C. E. 

FROM THE PRESIDEST. 

Beneath the sunny skies of Kansas, I 
write this.    No more beautiful prospect 
than that which I view from the window, 
can   be   imagined.     Broad   stretches   of 
level land, with here and there a gentle 
slope, fields of waving corn, and yellow 
grain,   the   gentle    breeze   swaying   the 
branches  of  the  trees  and   rustling the 
leaves with a soft  musical murmur   "as 
though a harp string were touched with 
thousands of invisible fingers."    The deep 
blue of the sky,  all flecked with shifting 
clouds of snowy white, all this presents a 
picture of living beauty which makes the 
heart   throb    with    warmest   admiration. 
And yet as I write,   I   hear  the  sound of 
hammer and nails,  replacing a barn roof 
which tells me that I am in the very midst 
of the scene of the   recent cyclone disas- 
ter, and I need but walk to another win- 
dow   to   view  some   of   the    destruction 
wrought   that   memorable   night.     Much 
has been written of that night's work, but 
"the half has not been told."    One needs 
to see the ruined orchards, the once beau- 
tiful groves of trees all torn and twisted 
in every direction.    The  roofless barns, 
the demolished churches, the piles of rub- 
bish which   once  were beautiful  houses, 
and to hear the thrilling description of the 
great cloud which, like a hungry animal, 
rolling, tossing, plunging, grasping,   drew 
within its angry form all the other  clouds 
within its reach, and then dashing onward 
in its fury carried destruction and demoli- 
tion to  everything   in  its path,  and  the 
thrilling recital of that night's experience, 
from those who felt and withessed its ter- 
rible work.     One needs  to see  and hear 
this   to   form   any   adequate  idea  of the 
work done that night.     Since here, I have 
looked upon the ruins  of what   was once 
the beautiful home of brother   J.   Lichty, 
of which nothing is now left  but  piles of 
rubbish,   and   torn   and   shredded   trees. 
And vet how much he has to be   thankful 
for !    This seems to have been the very 
center of the  storm's   fury,   yet   Biother 
Lichty with all his  family,   including his 
aged mother,   were  preserved   unhurt.     I 
have stood upon the  foundation  of what 
was brother 1). Saylor's lovely home, and 
looked upon the spot in the  cellaj   where 
his wife  and   Sister Shock,   so  suddenly 
met death, and when Brother Saylor him- 
self was nearly crushed to death.     Home 
and wife all gone in a brief moment,  yet 
to him how sweet the thought that for her 
there was but a brief moment of darkness, 
a moment's plunge into the whirlpool of 
death, and then, eyes opening to behold 
new beauty,   fields   more   green,   flowers 
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more fragrant, skies more sunny, man- 
sions more beautiful, joys more complete 
than she had known in beautiful Kansas. 
All about these homes were others where 
the destruction was just as complete. Not 
far away we stood and viewed what was 
once the Pony Creek church, now a shape- 
less mass of ruins. How many precious 
memories must cluster around that spot, 
for some of our brethren and sisters, 
memories of dear forms upon whose faces 
they looked for'the last time, memories of 
precious hours of communion with the 
Master, memories of that hour when their 
souls first saw the light, and felt the touch 
of him who alone can give us life. 

"O sacred hour, O hallowed spot, 
Where Love divine first found me, 

Wherever falls my distant lot, 
My heart shall linger round thee." 

Later we viewed what was left of the 
Bethany church,—destruction more com- 
plete even than at Pony Creek. This was 
just a new church, and many hearts have 
been made sad to see it so soon in ruins. 
Built at a cost of eighteen hundred dol- 
lars, and the ruins sold for thirty. Efforts 
will be made to rebuild as soon as possi- 
ble, and help will be needed. Who is 
ready ? 

Since my last  report  for  the  paper,   I 
have   visited   Brooklyn,    Dallas    Center, 
Aurelia and Marcus, Iowa, and Kails City, 
Silver  Creek,   Preston,   Carleton,   Neb., 
and Pony   Creek   and   Bethany,   Kansas. 
At Dallas Center and Pony Creek we or- 
ganized   S.   S.  C.   K.'s.     At   Bethany we 
will try to have the Ladies Aid Society ac- 
cept the S. S. C. K. Constitution to-night. 
To-morrow night we shall try to effect an 
organization at Preston.     Silver Creek and 
Falls City are one congregation, and there 
Brother  Keller,  the  pastor,   recently or- 
ganized a society.     At   the   other points, 
societies had been organized and working 
for some lime, some of which have done 
exceedingly well.     Marcus Society began 
with four members,  and now have nine- 
teen, and this spring remitted four dollars 
to the treasury.     They have only a school' 
house there in which to worship, but they 
have large hearts.      There was not one pen- 
ny in tlie collection which they gave me.     I 
shall   always  have   a  warm  place  in my 
heart for these western churches, for they 
have treated me royally and have all been 
generous  financially. 

On Friday I start eastward, stopping 
over Sunday at Auburn, Ind. That will 
complete my work among the churches 
for this year. After a rest of a week or 
two at my Indiana home, I shall go to my 
own home in Maryland. I have now been 
out in the field a little more than six 
months, with only a very little rest.    The 

greater part of the time I have enjoyed 
excellent health, and have enjoyed the 
work, yet I am somewhat tired out, and 
the rest from travel and constant public 
work will be very grateful. So will the 
pleasure of being with father and mother 
again. There has been much of hard 
work, many discomforts, self sacrifices 
and self denials, yet I shall always look 
back to these two years as a bright period 
of my life ; and while there has been little 
opportunity for study and mental im- 
provement, so much has been learned by 
observation and experience, so many new 
scenes have been visited and new ac- 
quaintances formed, and new friendships 

made. 
I report the following money received 

on pledges : 

Elder Walter McClain, Aurelia, Iowa, $2 
J. M.  Campbell, Marcus, Iowa, 1 
Henry Jacobs, Homerville, O., 1 
P. J. Brown, Congress, O., 1 
Miss Ida Simmonds, Dunlaps, Ind., 1 
Miss Maud Wingert, Flora,  Ind., 1 
David Swanger, Tiosa,  Ind., 1 

LAURA E. N. GROSSNICKI.E. 

PROGRAM FOR S. S. C. E. FOR JULY. 

Song—Scripture Lesson.    Isaiah 53. 
Song—Prayer. 
Responsive Exercise.     (All standing.) 
Leader—Phil. 2:9, n ; Heb.  1 : 4. 
Congregation—Eph. 1:21; Acts 4: 10 ; 

Acts 3:616. 
Sing 1 st. verse of, "All Hail the Power of 

Jesus' Name." 
Leader—Psalm 95 : 1-3. 
Congregation—Psalm 65 : 4, 6, 7. 
Sing 2nd verse of "All Hail, etc. 
Leader—Rev. 4: 10, 11. 
Congregation—Rev. 5 : S-10. 
Leader—Rev. 5 : 11,  12. 
Congregation—Rev. 5 :  13,  14. 
Sing 3rd verse of, "All Hail, etc. 
Reports of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Roll Call. 
Song. 

Subject   for   the evening—The  Christ of 
the Bible. 

1. Christ Our Atonement.—Matt. 20: 
28 ; Isa.   53 : 10,  11 ;   1 >an. 9 :   26 ; John 
11 : 49 52 ; I Tim. 2 : 6 ; Rom. 4 : 25 ; 
Gal. 2 : 20. 

2. Christ    Our   Redeemer.—Job   19 : 
26 ;   Psalms   19 : 14 ;   Isa. 59 : 20 ;   Acts 
20 : 28 ; Gal. 3:13; Eph.  1:7; Titus 2: 
14 ; I Peter 18 : 19 ; Gal. 4 : 4, 5. 
Essay or Brief Sketch of Life of Christ. 

3. Christ Our Intercessor.—Isa.   53 : 
12 ; Rom. 8 : 34 ; Heb. 7 : 25 ; Heb. 8 : 
6; Heb. 9 : 1524;! Tim. 2:5;! John 
2 : 1. 

4. Christ Our Life. — John' 6: 35, 47, 


